gz VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, November, 1783.

politic or corporate, upon being regiftered as hercin after direfted, to actas trufteces ih the name

and behalf of the particular churck, fociety or congregation, tfor which they are refpectiveiy chofeiy

and o manage the eitate, property, inter=it and inberitance, of the ame, in the moft upright aid

. c.reful manner, and fhall moreover have perpetual fucceilion in law, fact and name, as nc,rjn ater
prefcribed, and {hall, by their name of incorporation, have full power. and lawful authonu wi.e
and tobe fued; to implead and to be impleaded, to anfwer and to be anfwered unto, in any court ur
courts of law or equity within this ftate, befare any judge or judges, juitice or jufhices, in all maniee
of fuits and pleas whatever, and of what nature or kind foever ftuch tuitsy pleas or actions, miay be,
in as full and effeCtual manner as any other perfon or perions, bodics politic or coporate, miay or
can do. / ' : : ' ’

* " And be it enalted, That every fuch body politic or corporate fhall be chofen, and the fuccelion

kept up, at fuch times ‘and places as are ordinarily ufed for public meetings of the faid chuich, fo-
ciety or congregation, and by fuch perfons as are allowed to have a voice in the management and
direction of congregational or temporal concerns, according to thé known cualtom and u ave of thar
refpective denominations ; or thé faid body politic or corporate thall be chofen, ard the Tluceefion
kept up, accordin%hto the rules, ‘regulations’and pradtice, that may have beea heretofore ad pied
and ufed, or that all be at-the firtt time of electing adopted and agreed upon by any particular
church, fociety or congregation, for ordering, diretting or managing, their congregational or tem-

ral concerns; provided always, that every trultee or member of any cotporation atwaaidy fLall
be of the fame religious {e&t or denomination with the church, fociety or congiegation, by which
h- is chofen to this truft; and provided alfo, that ‘the minifter, or fenlor miunfter, where s e
more than one fettled in any church, fociety or congregation, thall always, in virtue of his nun’:y,
be a member of the body politic or corporate belonging to the fame, exclutive of tne number ac. .-
tofore prefcribed.

And be it ena&ed, That in cafe any debate thall arife in any church, fociety or congregatio.,
about the right of voting, of whether the election aforclaid hath been fairly conducte , agicuably .o
the true intent and meaning of this a&, the parties contenling fhall eacn of them chou: one dil-
creetand reputable perfon from among the members or trultees of fome neighbouiing <ourch, fo-
ciety or congregation, of the fame religious perfuafion, if any fuch there be, and if noac fuch, taca
of any other chriftian fociety, which two perions {hall cnoofe a third qualiied n Like mannes, and
the faid three perfuns {hall meet at the place where e difference has arifen, and hear aud deternune

n the matter, and their judgment or award, or the judgment or award of a majority of them
certified under their hands and feals to the contending parties, {hall be final. ’

And be it enadted, That at the fielt eledtion or appointment of every body politic or coi;nrate
aforefaid, every church, fociety or congregation, afiembled as already direlted, 1hall determine 2 1
fi« on their plan, agresment or regulation, mentioning and fpecifying ditinctly the time and mutu.r
of ete&ing truftees, and the manner in which the fuccetlion thall be perpetuated, and containnig an
exadt defcription of the qualifications of the perfons feverally electing and eleted, and to clect and o0
be eleted thereafter, and alfo the name, ftyle or title, of the -corporation, by which 1t L.l be
thereafter called, diftinguithed and known, and the name of the church, fociety or congreration
choofing the {ame, which faid plan, agreement ot regulation, fhall be entered n the i»oik tjhgrcix;
afcer directed to be kept by every the faid body politic or corporate, and the famie fhall be acknow-
fedged by the faid truftees, or a majority of them, before, and certified by, any two juttices of ¢e
peace for the county in which the faid church, fociety or congregation, or the gwatcnk num!cr of
them, fhail refide, or the {ame nall be acknowledged before, and certiied by, one of the judges of
the gencral court, after being well affured by the faid truftees, or a majority of them, thut m? pro-
ceedings have been legally and duly conducted ; and the faid plan or agreement, fo acknowle ged
and certified, fhall be filed by the faid truftees with the clerk of the county court wiicre thy £ 1
church, fociety or congregation, or the greater part of them, fhall refide, within fix mouths atter
{uch acknowledgment Thall be made, and the fame {hall be recorded in a book to be provide.! for
thefe fpecial purpofes at the expence of the feveral corporations in that county whofe proceedings
{hall be fo recorded, and a capy of the faid proceedings, from the records thereof, under the hand of
the clerk, and the public feal of his office, thall be of the fame force and effe& in everv court of
law and equity within this ftate, as the original proceedings would be if the fame werc produced in
court, and the faid clerk fhali be entitled to fuch fees for his fervices as are allowed by law fur ici-
vices of the like nature in matters belonging to his ofhce. N

And be it enacted, That every corporation, or body politic aforefaid, refpetively, and their fuc-
ceflors, or the majority of them, by their name of incorporation aforefaid, ihall have full powe: and
authority to hold and ufe one common feal, to appoint the times and places of their meetingsy ad
the number neceflary to conftitute a quorum, and fhall moreover provide and keep a good and ut-
ficient record book, and caufe to be therein regiftered a fair account of all thejr proceedings, fubject
at all times to the infpeltion of the feveral members of the church, fociety or congregation, in
whote behalf the fame are re(peQtively entered, and the fame fhall be laid before a public mecting,
when thereunto required by any five or more of the fame; and the faid truftees, or a majority of
them, fhall bave full power aad authority to frame fuch rwes and ordinances for condulting their
concerns, as may be neceflary and convenient for accomplifhing the end of their infticuiion ; pro-
vided always, that nothing therein contained fhall be repugnant to, but perfectly confiftent with,
the vonftitution and laws of this ftate. '

Ané be it enacted,. That all and every of the faid corporations or truftees, and their fucceflors,
by their refpective mames or titles, fhall be vefted with an eftate, in fee-fimple, in all glebe-lands,
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